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Notes on contributors
Jay Belanger is an associate professor at Truman State University. As well as the history of computers,
he is interested in computer algebra and differential equations. He has recently published A MuPAD
Library for Differential Equations with Marcus Hausdorf and Werner Seiler.
Andrea Del Centina is professor of mathematics at the University of Ferrara, Italy. His research field
is algebraic geometry: theory of algebraic curves and their moduli spaces. On these topics, one of his
more recent works, written jointly with G. Casnati, is “On certain loci of curves of genus g  4 with
Weierstrass points whose first non-gap is three,” Math. Proc. Camb. Phil. Soc. 132 (2002) 395–407. He
is also strongly interested in the history of mathematics of the 19th century and in particular in the history
of transcendental functions and the emergence of algebraic geometry.
David Sepkoski is a postdoctoral fellow in the department of history at Oberlin College in the United
States. He is a historian of science with interests in early modern mathematics and the history of the
natural sciences. He received his doctorate from the University of Minnesota in 2002 and is currently
working on a history of catastrophic and discontinuous explanations of natural change in geophysics and
paleontology from the 17th through the 20th centuries.
Dorothy Stein has served time as a computer programmer and developmental psychologist. Her current
interests include the relationship between natural and computer languages. Her book Ada, a Life and a
Legacy (Cambridge, MA, 1985) argued that Lady Lovelace erred in suggesting that Babbage’s Analytical
Engine could handle algebraic symbols.
Yibao Xu teaches at the Department of Mathematics, Borough of Manhattan Community College,
CUNY. His primary research interests are history of Chinese mathematics and transmission of mathe-
matical knowledge between cultures. His most recent publications include “Chinese–U.S. Mathematical
Relations, 1859–1949,” which appeared in Karen H. Parshall and Adrian C. Rice (Eds.), Mathemat-
ics Unbound: The Evolution of an International Mathematical Community, 1800–1945, Providence,
Rhode Island: American Mathematical Society & London: The London Mathematical Society, 2002,
pp. 287–309; and “Bertrand Russell and the Introduction of Mathematical Logic in China,” History and
Philosophy of Logic 24 (2003) 181–196.0315-0860/2005 Published by Elsevier Inc.
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